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54TH CONGRESS,} HOUSE OF REPRESENrrATIV BS. 
2cl Session. · 




FEBRUARY 20, 1897.-Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and ordered 
to be printed. 
Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, submitted the 
following 
REPORT. 
[To accompany S. 3670.) 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 3670) to increase the pension of Mrs. Elizabeth S. Roberts, having 
carefully considered the facts. in the case, adopt the accom panj1ing 
Senate report (No. 1432) as their own, and respectfully recomtneud the 
passage of the bill. 
[Senate' Report Ne. 1432, Fifty-fourth Congress, second session.] 
The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 3670) to increase the 
pension of Mrs. Elizabeth S. Roberts, having considered the same, make a favorable 
re:port upon the same, as follows: 
Mrs. Roberts is now in her ejghty-second year, and has been confined to her room 
by paralysis for over four years, and requires the constant service of a nurse. She 
has no means beyond her pensjon of $30 a month, her entire fortune not exceeding 
$5:JO. Mrs. Roberts is the widow of Gen. Benjamin S. Roberts, United States Army, 
who served through the Mexican wa.r, comjng out with the rank of brevet lieuten-
ant colonel, having been brevetted for gallantry and bravery in the action with the 
enemy at Matamoras. He also served during the late civil war, at the close of which 
he was brevetted m;:ijor-genera.l, United States Volunteers, for gallantry and meri-
torious conduct in the battle of Cedar. Mountain, Virginia, and in the battle of 
Manassas, Va., Au.gust 29 and 30, 1862. . 
During the late war Mrs. Roberts was actively engaged in the work of the Sanitary 
Commjssio.n, being corresponding secretary of the Central Society in New Haven, 
Co11n., of which there were eighty branches in different parts of the State. Previous 
to the war she spent nearly her entire married life on the frontier with her husband, 
having made marches with troops in wagon trains from Fort Leavenworth, Kans., to 
Fort Laramie, Wyo., and from Fort Rjnggold, Tex., to Fort Leavenworth, Kans., 
besides other shorter marches. She was exposed to all the vicissitudes and hard-
ships incident to the frontier life of that day, and the present couditi@n of her health 
is jn a largo measure due to her hard work and exposure at that time. 
The military record of General Roberts is appended, together with a certificate of 
Dr. J. Morris Brown, lieutenant-colonel and deputy surgeon-general, United States 
Army, showing Mrs. Roberts's present condition. 
Military record of the late Gen. Benjamin S . .Roberts, United States .Army. 
Benjamin S. Roberts; born in Vermont/appointed from Vermont. 
Military history.-Cadet at Military Academy July 1, 1830, to July 1, 1835, when 
graduated and promoted in the Army to brevet second lieutenant First Dragoons 
July 31, 1835. Served on frontier duty at Fort Des Moiues, Iowa, 1835-1837, l"ort 
Leavenworth, Kans., 1837-38, and Osage County, 1838. Second lieutenant First 
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Drao-oons :May 31. 1836. Fir t lieutenant First Dragoons .July 31, 1837. On recruit-
ing:crvice 183 -39. Resigned Jannary 28, 1839; reapJ_Joiotedin United Sta,tesArmy, 
with rank of first lienteuant Monnted Rifles, May 27, 184-6. Served on recruiting 
ser\ice 18,16, in war with M1-1xico 1846-47, being engaged in siege of Vera Cruz, 
skirmish of Puente del Me<lio, March 24, 1847 ( captain Mounted Rifles February 16, 
184-7); battle of Cerro Gordo, April 17-18, 1847; skirmish of San Juan de los Llanos, 
Angnst 1, l 1l7; battle of Contreras, August 19-20, 1847; battle of Churubusco, 
Angnst 20, 1817; storming of Chapultepec, Septemuer 13, 1847 (brevet major Sep-
tember 13, 1847, for gallant and meritorious conduct in the battle of Cha.pultepec). 
A sault and captnre of City of Mexico September 13-14, 1847, and action of Tlas-
cnla ~ overnu r 10, 1847. On recruiting service 1847--48. (Bre...-et lieutenant-colonel 
November 24, 1847, for gallant and meritorious conduct in the action with the enemy 
at M,itamoras ovember 23, 1847, and at the pass of Galaxara, Mexico, November 24, 
184.7. ) 
Frontier duty at Fort Lea~enworth, Kans., and Fort Laramie, Wyo., 1848-49. 
Auseut on surgeon's certificate of disability 1850-1852, and again 1853-54. Frontier 
dnty in Texas and rew Mexico till breaking out of civil war. 
Major Mounted Rifles May, 1861, which became Third Cavalry August, 1861. 
Operations in New Mexico in command of southern district August 10, 1861, to 
April 18, 1862, and of northern district April 18 to June 1, 1862; engaged in defense 
of Fort Craig, January-February, 1862; combat of Valvcrtle February 21, 1862. 
(Brevet-colonel February 21, 1862, for gallant and meritorious services at battle of 
Valverde.) 
Skirmish before Albuquerque April 8-9, 1862, and actiou of Peralta April 15, 1862; 
as chief of cavalry July 20 to September 3, 1862. (Briga<lier-general, United States 
Volunteers, .July 16, 1862.) 
Acting inspector-general, August 26 to September 3, 1862, of Army of Virginia, 
being en<Tnged in the skirmi ·hes iu front of Cedar Mountain, Auo-ust 7 and 8, 1862; 
battle of Cedar Mountain1 An crust 9, 1862; actions at Rappahannock Station, August 
21-22, and at Sulphur prings, August 23-24, 1862; and battle of Manassas, August 
29-30, 1862. Acting inspector-general of the Department of Northwest, September-
November, 1862, being engaged in command of an expedition against the Chippewa 
Indiami in the Mille-Lacs country, November, 1862; in comma,nd of upper defenses 
of Wasltino·l;ou, D. C., February-March, 1863, and of indepen<lent brigade in opera-
tions in western Virginia, March 23 to May 23, 1863; in cowmand of district of Iowa, 
June 8 to December 2, 1 63; at Davenport, Iowa, awaiting orders, December 2, 1863, 
to F•brnary 12, 1864; in command of district of Carrollton, La., March 8 to April 7, 
1864-; of forces at Pass Caballo and Matagorda Island, Texas, April 7 to June 18, 1864, 
and of first divi1:1ion of Nineteenth Anny Corps, district of Carrollton, La., 1864; as 
chief of cavalry, Department of Gulf, October 26, 1864, to January 24, rn65; in com-
mand of district of west Tennessee, Febrnary 3 and March, 1865; in comrnantl cavalry 
divi ion district of west Tennessee, May 15 to Jnly 11, 1865. 
(Brevet brirradjer-general, United States Army, for gallant and meritorious services 
at battl of Ce ar Mountain, Virginia.) 
(Brevet major-general, Unite i States Volunteers, March 13, 1865, for gallant and 
meritorious condnct in battle of Cedar Mountain, Virginia, August 9, 186::l, and in 
battle of Jauassas, Va., August 29 aud 30, 1862.) 
Mu. tered out of volunteer service January 15, 1866. Lieutenant-colonel Third 
avalry .. July 2 , 1 66. 
ervecl on recruitino- and frontier duty subsef)uent to war, and as professor of 
military science a.ti Yale College August 8, 1868, to Deceruber 17, 1870. Retired from 
a tive s rvi eon his own application, after thirty years' continued service, Decem-
ber 15, 1 70. Died January 29, 1875, at Washington, D. C., aged 64 years. 
R c iv <l I January 15, 1849, a sword of honor for his Mexican war services from the 
1 gislature of the tate of Iowa. 
FORT WAYNE, MICH., February 3, 1897. 
I have been in attendance on Mrs. E. . Roberts, widow of the late Gen. B. . 
Rob rt , ince about the middle of eptember, 1893, the date of my arrival at this 
po t. 
:fr: obert. is suffering ~rom paralysis, and during the whole time that I have 
been ID attendance ha requued the constant services of a nurse. 
• J. MORRIS BROWN, 
Lieutenant-0,olonel and Deputy Su1·geon-General1 U.S. A. 
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